
Oregon Aviation
Historical Society

N e w s l e t t e r
Vol.  15 No. 2 •  P.O. Box 553 •  Cottage Grove, OR 97424 •  September 2006

OREGON AVIATION
HALL OF FAME INDUCTIONS SCHEDULED

Three native Oregonians have been 
selected for induction into the Oregon 
Aviation Hall of Fame for 2006, 
designated �THE YEAR OF THE OREGON 
HOMEBUILDER�. All three have also 
been inducted into the Experimental 
Aircraft Association�s Homebuilders Hall 
of Fame.  

Leslie Long lived in Cornelius, Oregon 
where he designed a series of simple, 
affordable and easy to build airplanes. 
Between 1925 and 1935, he designed 
nine different airplanes and sold 
�build-it-yourself� plans through ads in 
magazines.  Les died in January, 1945.

George Bogardus was born at Cascade 
Locks, Oregon and became interested in 
aircraft at an early age.  George �ew his 
homebuilt plane �Little Gee Bee� from 
Oregon to Washington, D.C. to petition 
federal of�cials to recognize and legalize 
�ying homebuilt aircraft.  George died in 
September, 1997.

Richard VanGrunsven was born near 
Forest Grove and has become the most 
successful designer of homebuilt aircraft 
in history.  More than 4,700 RVs from 
Van�s Aircraft at the Aurora Airport are 
�ying worldwide with many more under 
construction. Dick lives at North Plains 
and continues to design more RVs.

Please note:
Induction ceremonies will be held at 
the Columbia Aviation Association 
clubhouse at the Aurora Airport on 
Sunday, October 8.  A no-host reception 
will begin at 12:00pm followed by a buffet 
lunch and induductions.  Cost is $23.00 
per person and attendance is limited 
to the �rst 125 reservations.  Anyone 
interested in attending should contact 
OAHS, P.O.Box 553, Cottage Grove, OR  
97424 or email �y_guys@msn.com.  
Reservations, along with your fees must 
be received by September 25. Admission 
tickets will be mailed to you.
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Random Flight
by Roger Starr

It is always a pleasure to introduce 
new board members to you.  At the 
April board meeting two members were 
appointed to the board.  They are Hal 
Skinner and Tom Urban.

You may recall that Hal has served previously on the board 
and obviously just could not go any longer without having 
yet another meeting to attend!  He is a welcome addition 
to the board with his past service and membership since 
1986.  Hal is a Life Member of the Society.  He is also our 
Newsletter editor.  And a �ne one at that!  Thanks Hal for 
you willingness to be of service to the membership in yet 
another way.

Tom is also a Life Member, having  joined in 1989.  He 
recently retired from the University of Oregon art department 
where he was an administrator and instructor.  Like many 
of us, Tom is a pilot who enjoys the older airplanes and the 
history they represent.  Thanks Tom for agreeing to join 
the board.  The work has just begun!

As with most small organizations such as OAHS, board 
members tend to be the most active members in carrying 
out the activities of the Society.  The membership is 
fortunate to have a very dedicated group on the board.  It is 
truly amazing to see what a small number of hard working 
individuals can accomplish in furthering the goals of your 
Society.  It has also been very gratifying to have several 
other members pitch in as they are able.  If you have not 
had an opportunity to help out so far, please consider doing 
so.  I think you will get as much out of volunteering as you 
put in.  Maybe a bit more!

From the May 1939 issue of WESTERN FLYING 

�YATES AND GREENWOOD FORM NORTH PACIFIC 
AIRCRAFT CORP.

     North Paci�c Aircraft Corporation has been 
formed in Seattle by George Yates and Allan D. 
Greenwood, to produce the Bicraft, a bimotored 
plane of geodetic construction, powered with two 50 
h.p. Menasco engines.� 




