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OAHS ANNUAL MEETING SET
FOR APRIL 22, 2006

Members, guests and interested visitors are invited to a joint meeting and program of the Oregon Aviation Historical
Society and the Oregon Antique & Classic Aircraft Club at the Oregon Aviation History Center, Jim Wright Field,

Cottage Grove, Oregon.

SCHEDULE: No host luncheon beginning at 11:30 am
OAHS Annual Meeting at 1:00 p.m.
PROGRAM: Some Firsts in Aviation History and Homebuilding
presented by Bill Austin, OAHS Board Member
OACAC Quarterly Meeting to Follow

Have you ever wondered what Oregon contributed to the history of aviation?
OR

What did a young man from Cornelius, Oregon who built and sold his rst household
radio in 1920, have to do with aviation?

OR

Who made possible the founding of the Experimental Aircraft Association by Paul
Poberezny in 1953

AND

What signi cance does the Little Gee Bee have in national aviation history?

Come and hear the answers to these questions and much more information as Bill Austin presents
what promises to be a most interesting program.
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Random Flight

by Roger Starr

First on my list is a heartfelt thank you to those who
have renewed their OAHS membership for 2006.
For those that have not committed their support for
another year, it is not too late. Please use the renewal
form sent with the December newsletter or the form
printed in this one. Second, is a very big thank you to
those who not only renewed their membership, but added something extra in their
remittance. Some were for speci c projects and others unrestricted. No matter
the amount or purpose, | can assure you it is always very gratifying to receive
such donations. With so many worthwhile organizations vying for donations, we
are most grateful you chose to include the Society in your gift giving. We think
that we are providing a valuable service and your vote of con dence is sincerely
appreciated.

It has been very interesting to watch one of our newest board members become more
and more involved in the activities of your Society. Bill Austin did not hesitate for
an instant when asked to serve. His only comment was that he really did not know
anything about the history of aviation in Oregon. Well, he did not wait to attend
a non-existent course on the subject. He took the proverbial bull by the horns
and volunteered to scan the nearly 2,000 slide pictures in our Patton Collection to
computer disks for better long-term storage. It was easy to see that his enthusiasm
and knowledge was coming right along with that monumental task.

Bill recently asked permission to use material from the Patton Collection, and
other sources, to prepare a program for his local Experimental Aircraft Association
chapter. Since the purpose of oure ortsin collecting and preserving such resources
is to be able to share them, we were more than thrilled to see Bill dig in. As he
admits, the original purpose of his program has evolved and will likely never be
absolutely complete . In fact when responding to a request for information on
the presentation to be included in this newsletter, Bill used two di erent titles for
the program. Perhaps by the time he is front and center on April 22nd, the title
will change again! No matter what he calls it, I can assure you the content will
be worth taking in. So please make every e ort to join us on April 22nd for our

Annual Meeting and Bill s presentation.

Join the OAHS!

If you’re not yet a member, we invite you to join the Society in its
efforts to preserve and celebrate Oregon Aviation History. Fill in the
blanks and return to: OR Aviation Historical Society

PO Box 553 « Cottage Grove, OR 97424

Contributor - $100 Sustaining - $50 Family - $35 Associate - $25

Name Date
Address Home Phone ( ) -
City State Zip

Current/Former Occupation

| am Interested in Volunteering

Skills and Interests
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THE FIRST OF OREGON’S
HOMEBUILTS

by Tim Talen

The Oregon Aviation Historical Society now has
six of Oregons pioneer homebuilt aircraft and it
is without a doubt the most significant part of the
Society s collection. These aircraft represent a broad
spectrum of designs by five different designers that
have added to the rich heritage that was Oregons
homebuilt movement during the 1930s. Lets look
at these aircraft, their designers and the influence
each of these had on future generations of aircraft
designs.

1930 Anzani Longster

The 1930 Anzani Longster was Leslie Longs first
design to be widely recognized when plans were
published in the nationally syndicated Flying and
Glider Manual. He followed up with his Henderson
Longster design and numerous articles on the Oregon
homebuilding movement which established him as
the leading authority on small practical designs which
emphasized simple-to-build methods and techniques.
Though the Anzani Longster was not a great aeronautical
wonder, it flew well and was considered a successful
design. Our Longster is a replica that was built from
the original plans by an aircraft construction class at
Lane Community College in 1985-86. It is currently
at the History Center on display.

The 1931 Springfield Cadet was designed and built by
Jim McManiman. Little is known about this builder,
but it is believed that several different aircraft were
built, possibly with the hope of getting the diminutive
biplane into production. We do know that other similar
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designs that
followed did
get produced.
The Rose
Parakeet was
certified and
put into limited
production
using the same
30 horsepower Continental engine that the Springfield
Cadet used. And we shouldnt forget that the first of
Curtis Pitts famous biplanes was of similar dimensions
and first flew on only 55 horsepower. C.R. Saville
of Eugene owned this aircraft for many years and
it came to be known as the Baby Fleet. The most
important document that came with the aircraft was
the Airworthiness Certificate that was issued by the
Oregon Aeronautics Board. It is the only extant
copy we have ever seen and is carefully archived
and preserved at the History Center. This aircraft
is also on display at the History Center.

1931 Spring eld Cadet

1930 PSE Racer
The 1930 Pacific School of Engineering Racer represents
another facet of Oregons early homebuilt aircraft.
Designed by Basil B. Smith of Portland, it was the

professional design of an aeronautical engineer
and embodied a number of refinements in the area
of drag reduction-all for the purpose of competing
in the 1930 All American Derby sponsored by the
Cirrus engine manufacturer. B.B. Smith was able
to use the design and construction of the aircraft
as a classroom project at the engineering school,
which was later to become the current Benson High
School. Mr. Smith was also the designer of Oregons
first federally licensed and commercially produced
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